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SUGGESTED THE
READING DO-IT-YOURSELF

Occupation: A Do-1It-Yourself Guide. The Imaginary Committee. 0 c c U I A I I o N
Pre-Occupied: The Logic of Occupation. The Inoperative Committee. ( U I D I

The New School Occupation: Perspectives on the Iakeover of a Building.
Various Authors.

On Martial Traditions and the Art of Rebellion. Seaweed.

20 Theses on the Subversion of the Metropolis. Anonymous.

The Subversion of Politics. George Kastiaficas.

Squatters Handbook: “Political” Squatting Tips. Homes not Jails.

Expedient BGE: Tactics and Techniques for Bypassing Alarms and Defeating
Locks. Paladin Press.

The Complete Guide to Lockpicking. Loompanics Unlimited.
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ONWARD

It is a standard trick of politicians —
radical or otherwise — to describe an
occupation as a tactic within a specific
program or as part of a particular ide-
ology. We would like to argue that
an occupation is fundamentally the
opposite of this — it is a space where
all normal social and political identi-
ties are transformed. In other words,
an occupation forges alliances and
social relationships due to its inherent
antagonism to the status quo. If the
occupation has a goal at all, then it
must be the expansion of occupations
— across the neighborhoods, across the
city, across the nation . . .

Occupations always require a strategy,
which is local, particular and situ-
ational as opposed to the abstraction
of politics or ideology. To distance

ourselves from those who wish for
occupations to be part of some po-
litical program, we will not articulate
or suggest any specific ways forward.
Instead, we will end with a series of
questions that address what we find to
be common tensions in the discussion
of occupations to encourage the devel-
opment of a localized strategy.

* * *

The occupation generates a world that
is in stark contrast to our day-to-day
lives of work, debt, and isolation. Yet,
when an occupation comes to an end,
these two worlds become separated
from one another once again, as we
return to the miseries of everyday life.
Rather than swinging between mo-
ments of struggle and our daily grind,

INTRODUCTION

We can no longer simply protest to demonstrate our rage; decades of
activism have come to the point of an impasse. To fight for single is-
sues without addressing the state and capitalism in its entirety will not
be able to make the transformations we wish to see possible. Politics
turns our lived experiences into useless abstractions and uses those
abstractions to fuel meaningless ideological battles. It is time to bow
out of the theater of politics.

Instead, we must insist on the struggle for the satisfaction of imme-
diate needs and desires. In other words, the seizing of buildings for
shelter, the organized looting of sustenance for our bodies and minds,
and the cultivation of new ways of living and providing for one an-
other so as to sustain our attack against the structures that impoverish
our lives. At this moment, in relation to the horizon of the gradual
generalization of building occupations, we must pose a question: what
would it mean to begin a broader project of expropriation?

Recently, the discussion of private property has limited itself to van-
dalism; it has been mired in circular conversations about “violence vs.
nonviolence.” We wish to bypass this debate by naming what this sup-
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know about the needs of specific
individuals involved in the action be-
forehand (medications, allergies, etc.).
They should have a first aid kit. Any-
body can be a street medic, but make
attempts to contact RNs and EMTs.

Pepper spray. Clean out eyes with a
mixture of milk of magnesia and water.

Tear gas. Have several rags soaked in
vinegar, which is helpful to lessen the
impact of the gas when inhaled. Also

use eye protection and/or a gas mask.

Rubber bullet injuries. Prepare to clean
and suture wounds from rubber bul-
lets for comrades who cannot be taken

to the hospital.

Propaganda Team

Press releases. Have an initial statement
prepared before the occupation is
announced. Pour out your rage, but
make sure you also provide a reason-
able explanation for what you are
doing, since many people will want to
know why you did it. Do not have
an official line. Do not prevent people
from expressing themselves in their
own way. Have people on hand to
make and distribute flyers about what
you are doing when the occupation
takes place.

Media team. Designate one or more
people as media contacts on the out-
side of the occupation. Remember

to emphasize the media people as
delegates, not representatives of the
occupation. Alternative media such as
Indybay allows for self-publication of
events. Set up an email address and
website associated with the occupa-
tion (remember to disguise your IP
and MAC addresses). Make this in-
formation easily available. Do not use
the personal email address of anyone
involved in the action.

Media relations for those inside. No
particular individuals inside the oc-
cupation should become too visible,
so as not to be branded as leaders. No
one on the inside should give televised
interviews, or any more information
about themselves than necessary.

Other Considerations

Emergency Text System. Collect phone
numbers to set up an emergency mass
text-message system in case of a police
raid.

Police Liason. There are ups and downs
to having a police liaison. You can de-
cide for yourself whether having one is
useful. It is important, however, that
the police liaison is not known to be
a member of the occupation. Because
they are interacting with the enemy,
police liasons are often more vulner-
able to arrest and harassment.

Supplies. It is possible that you will be
removed in the first few hours. Do

space or, perhaps more importantly, over the potential of the space.

The 75 River Street occupation was an occupation of an empty bank
in Santa Cruz that lasted four days and three nights. On the first day,
the police were successfully repelled by the strength of the barricades
inside the building and the size of the ferocious crowd outside. After
the police left, there were many discussions about what to do in the
space. In the end, after much anxiety about eviction and repression,
people chose to leave. One lesson learned from this occupation at-
tempt was to have activities (such as workshops on barricade con-
struction, film showing about other occupation struggles, radical
history classes, etc.) to further possibilities within the liberated space,
as opposed to continually fretting about eviction.

Occupation: Theory and History

The #Occupy movement has become known for its particular use of
the tactic of occupation, re-introduced in the United States during
the student movement in NYC and California from 2008 to 2009.
The series of occupations lasted for several months, in which the
tactic was put forward in relation to the idea of “demandlessness,” to
have no demands aimed toward or dialogue with those supposedly
“in power.” Historically, the tactic of occupation has been utilized
as political leverage in order to satisfy demands, a means to an end.
The student occupations, particularly in California, attempted to
Shift the Content Of the tactic o0 0000000000000 0000000 000000000000,
of occupation, to make the act Notes on Us and Them
of occupation an end-in-itself
without the need for political
demands but for the gener-
alization of the occupations.
These  occupations  helped
articulate what it might mean
for an occupation to exist as
an end in itself, instead of as
a technique of leverage for
the fulfillment of political
demands.

oo This “we” and “our” is generated
through struggles and does not refer
to a pre-determined scene or milieu.

oo We must be careful with “us ver-
sus them” logic, which oftentimes
lapses into the logic of demanding
some thing from “them” (those in
power). While there are still social
and class enemies, we must remem-
ber that our power to accomplish
whatever project depends ultimately
t on an “us’ and not a “them.”
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oo Disguising individual identity (with
tactics like black bloc) helps keeps
everybody safer. People entering the
building or defending the march
should disguise their identities;
other participants should do the
same to give the entry and tactical
crews motre cover.

oo The best form of defense is disorder.
Keep moving all the time. Change
your appearance. Open up new
directions and possibilities; be un-

predictable.
Defending the March

Use shields and reinforced banners to
defend the march against the police.

Before the march, talk to a group of
your friends about what you can offer
to the defense of the march, materi-
ally or tactically. Maybe your crew can
make shields or paint bombs to share,
bring masks and hoodies to help oth-
ers protect their identities.

During the march, coordinate with
other crews to help make the oc-
cupation happen. Defend the march
against the police as you see fit. Use
your crew’s strength to reinforce larger
tactical decisions.

Defending Against Eviction

On the initial day of the 75 River

occupation in Santa Cruz, the police

were successfully repelled by a combi-
nation of barricades inside the build-
ing and a large crowd outside. The
police were pinned by a hostile crowd
to a building that they were unable to
enter. They left after a brief stand-off.

The three zones of defense proposed
by the Oakland Move-In Assembly
expands upon this model. See the
sidebar in the J28 section for a full
explanation of Occupy Oakland’s

eviction plan.

Eviction defense strategies are widely
variable. An understanding of your
own material capacity and social
strength, a knowledge of police opera-
tions, and a forecast for the political
climate are all important parts of a
successful defense.

o®® ®0000c0cs00000000000000000000000 0000,

Y Closed vs. Open Occupations

Closed occupation. A closed occupation
: says’ “we aren’t leaving until you drag us
: out.” Barricade the windows and doors
: and have a stockpile of essential items.
¢ Most often, an open occupation will
¢ close to weather an eviction attempt.

Open  occupation. Open occupations
will allow people to enter and leave the
occupation, usually through a single
entrance. All the other entrances are re-
inforced. Prepare to reinforce the open
entrance when the police arrive.

Or, a group of people might move into
: a vacant building in an unprovocative
1, way, set it up, and see what happens.

®eccceccccececcccesccccscsccccccsoce of

.
®eccccscccccccssccccccsssccccccssccccccssccce o0

REFLECTIONS ON
J28 MOVE-IN DAY

Often buildings are opened up in
secret, without predetermined con-
tent. In contrast, the open organizing
structure of the ]J28 Move-In Day en-
abled many people’s involvement and
utilized the momentum of Occupy
Oakland. The day saw 1000 to 2000
people flood the streets to illegally take
over a building to create a permanent
social center for Occupy Oakland.

The Plan

The plan was to take over the Kaiser
building, the largest, oldest, and fanci-
est public auditorium in downtown
Oakland, and set up a permanent
social center. On the weekend the
building was to be occupied, there was
to be a two-day festival with music and
guest speakers. Supplies were gathered

to serve as decoration and barricades.
A tactical team was designated to co-
ordinate the march and gain entry into
the building. The day of the march, the
group was to make decisions on-the-
fly, synthesizing information about
the status of the march, the viability
of alternate locations, and the move-
ments of police as reported by scouts
throughout the city.

After gaining entry to the Kaiser
building, the infrastructure would be
set up within the building, divvying
up the space and subsequently the fes-
tival would begin. The tactical team
would dissolve itself and be replaced
by the building committee, which
would organize activities and projects
within the space. In the event of a po-
lice intervention, the zones of defense
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DEFENSE

The defense of the space cannot be
reduced to any one particular factor.
The successful defense of an occupa-
tion is a mixture of social, political,
material and symbolic aspects of the
conditions for action, in which one
factor may hold significance over the
others.

Social. In the sense that popular sup-
port oftentimes prevents the city
government from deploying the police
immediately.

Political. The occupation’s antagonism
must be made clear (the enemy must
be clearly named).

Material. Barricades on the doors and
in the streets, shields and flags for
street defense, a sound system for mo-

rale, supplies to maintain and thrive in
the space.

Symbolic. The significance of the oc-
cupation can extend far beyond its
immediate circumstances.

In order to further develop and coordi-
nate our movement on the streets, we
could begin compiling intelligence on
police maneuvers and tactics against
crowds. What are basic formations
the police use against large crowds?
What arsenal is at the police’s disposal
and how can we prepare to defend
ourselves against police offensives?
What codes and signals do they use so
as to coordinate their actions against
us? How can we coordinate ourselves

relatively close to Oscar Grant Plaza;
is relatively easy to get into;

be in a neighborhood where its
impact on neighbors would be rela-
tively low.

The proposal passed and the Move-In
Day Assembly was created. The As-
sembly had meetings twice a week.
Decisions were mostly made in com-
mittees, but were coordinated by the
larger group. The committees were as
follows:

Entry/Tactical. A closed group charged
with deciding which building to oc-
cupy and how to get into it. It also
needed to coordinate between the
different committees on the day of the
occupation.

Building Committee. People interested
in decorating, defending, and main-
taining the building once it was taken.
Also had a security team, which would
work to resolve conflicts between
individuals and coordianate defense
against eviction.

Logistics  Committee. 'This  group
planned the rally and march to the
building. They coordinated how sup-
plies, like furniture and food, would
get to the building.

Festival Committee. They created a
huge move-in day festival where there
were many speakers, performers and

panels planned.  This formed the
primary reason for a large number of

people to be inside the building.

Media. Worked on publicity for the
event, creating the website, facilitating
media coverage, coming up with pub-
lic statements, coordinating outreach,
etc.

Move-in Day

Due to the relative transparency of the
occupation, people felt an intense in-
vestment in their future social center.
There was an entire month of plan-
ning — the imaginary element of what
could potentially happen created the
resolve that led to people fighting so
fiercely on January 28th (J28), the day
of the occupation.

The march started at Oscar Grant Pla-
za in Downtown Oakland. Initially,
the police tried to confiscate the sound
truck, which delayed the march and
made communication between the
tactical team and the rest of the march
difficult. When the march neared the
Kaiser building, police lines were al-
ready in formation, ready to repel our
advances.

The crowd, which hadn’t yet devel-
oped its will and confidence to ad-
vance against a police line, decided to
go through the adjacent community
college campus. This disoriented the
march. Re-grouping was difficult. By
the time the march emerged from the
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Barricading Doors

The “classic” method
A A

-

)
\“QO“ attach to furniture
= Orother support

Pushbar doors. By the “classic” method,
prevent the pushbar from pushing by
clamping webbing to it. Attach the
clamps to a structural support with a
length of metal cable.

If a space exists between the pushbar
and the door, the “bold new” method
might be more appropriate. Loop one
or more pieces of webbing through
the space between the pushbar and the
door. Loop the same piece of webbing
around a piece of furniture larger than
the doorway. Ratchet the webbing
tight, tighter than you've ever done
it. For added strength, use multiple
pieces of webbing (student occupa-
tions) or use chain (75 River).

Doors with turning handles. Loop one
end of a cable lock around the door
handle. Tie the other end to a structur-
al support or loop it around another

door handle.

Doors with no handles. These are al-
most impossible to secure without
damaging the doors. Unless they open
into the occupied space, avoid them.
If they can’t be avoided, screw or nail
them shut.

Windows. Unless they are plexiglass,
the easiest way for the police to open
a window is to break it. Cover it with
plywood, a metal grate, or both.

The “bold new” method

truck tie-down

PRACTICAL
TECHNIQUES

The following techniques are meant to
provide a basic guideline for initiat-
ing an occupation. These techniques
come from a combination of research
and personal experience and are by no
means the only ways of doing these
things. Suit them to your own circum-
stances, adapt them to your particular
strengths, re-invent them based on
your own experience.

Obviously, seizing space requires in-
dividuals with skills and supplies. To
prevent occupation from becoming a
specialized activity, those with skills
and supplies need to simultaneously
sharpen their own practice and dis-
seminate the techniques and spirit
necessary to occupy space.

Reconnaissance

The imagined content of an occupied
space is the foundation that will de-
termine its shape and location. Is it a
clandestine occupation in a neighbor-
hood, used for meetings and organiz-
ing? Or is it a commercial space in a
downtown area, used for large events
and assemblies?

An overgrown yard, old mail in the
mailbox, a garbage can full of old
garbage or empty or nonexistent, old
fliers on the door, holes in the roof,
lots of “no trespassing” signs, obvi-
ous fire damage, “for sale/lease/rent”
signs, soaped or boarded or papered
windows--none of these alone are
proof that a house is unoccupied, but
they are all signs that it might be.
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Entry

Angle Grinder

Use an angle grinder to cut through
locks, bolts and chains. Cordless mod-
els are obviously preferable. Reliable
and capable, but also noisy and time-
consuming,.

Crowbar

Use this side of a crowbar to
pry open windows and doors
(such as in the hand over hand
method). Use the area marked
with an asterisk (*) as your
fulcrum - pushing it against
the window frame or door
jamb.

Bolt Cutters

Use bolt cutters to clip padlocks, lock
boxes, or fencing. The 18” length
will perform most tasks well and fit
discreetly in a backpack or messenger

bag.

w W

se this side of the crowbar to

remove the cylinder from a dead-
bolt. Use the area marked with an
asterisk (*) as your fulcrum, pushing it
against the door.

Do not pry towards your face. Use
the weight of your body instead of the
strength of your arms.

Assume that remote alarms are present.
Remote alarms cannot simply be cut
out of the wall. Tampering with alarms
usually trips them. It is also not an op-
tion to cut the power--they are usually
hardwired into the power grid or run
on batteries. Remote alarms have one
weakness--the phone lines over which
they travel. For remote alarms that use
the existing phone line, cut the phone
line where it comes into the Telephone
Interchange box. This will prevent
the signal from being transmitted to
the police or security firm. Dedicated
lines or wireless monitoring are much
harder to disconnect.

During an occupation, remote alarms
can often be safely ignored. If a build-
ing isnt opened until some large
public action, the police are probably
already following that action. The util-
ity of disabling remote alarms is that it
allows clandestine entry to the build-
ing, possibly to prepare for its public
opening.

Local alarms are much harder to ig-
nore. During an occupation, it would
be useful to bring the equipment
necessary to access the alarms, towels
or foam padding to stuff around the
alarm, and insulated wire cutters to
cut the power to the alarm.

Entry

There is always a way to enter any
building. Entry to a building should

always be obtained with the least
destructive means possible; the best
entries are always the clever ones. Be-
fore you bring out the bolt cutters and
angle grinders, walk around the build-
ing and investigate every possible way
in. Cleverness is more discreet, and
less obviously illegal, than brute force.

Many foreclosed houses and even
some commercial buildings that are
actively being shown leave the keys in
a lockbox somewhere on the property.
The cheaper lock boxes are easily re-
moved and opened. Almost all com-
mercial buildings keep a set of keys
in a high-security “knox box” on the
building. The more expensive ones are
often more work than they are worth,
but should still be considered as an
option. Often, an identical lockbox
can be rehung with the original keys
— after copies have been made and the
original combination reset — thus
disguising any tampering. If a lockbox
is present, research the particular type
to see if it can be replaced and the
combination reset.

If someone you know has locksmith-
ing experience, attempt to pick a set of
locks to gain entry.

Pushbar doors can be opened from
the outside using a bent piece of thin
metal to push the bar (by code, the
push bars have to open with only 15
pounds of force).



"It
-1nJ AR "3UIqQIMm JO 193] +(] YIMm
SUMOP-2I1 SN, ‘POGIapyy mau pjog

"$300[ 2[qe) “s100p reqyusnd
13d sdwrepd-o a1ow 10 7 pogapyy s1ssvy)

slooq buipesiueg

"ued ysen
pue pieoqpied Ul [0y INd 01 Uy
Lrmn saqm1 ax1q papredsip 10 adoy
‘Pl uED ysen [ ‘preoqpie)) ‘Jjey ul
IND Ued Ysen a8Ie[ [ ‘pJarys uva gsviy

‘so[puey L1rnn 93re 9 “3uo] 9% ‘poom
$X] jo sqpdud § ‘Suoy 7/ ‘poom
FX] JO SYISUd] 21y, *(SAYDUT G/°GT

4q 7/ Auowrwiod) [erow paesniiod
Jo sa0a1d ¢ wouuvq rious pavsniior)

Yoaep 3yl buipuagaq

"UOTD3s SB[ A JO
pud o 18 weIderp oY 23§ IOpuUIhd ©
JO 90UISqE Y} UT WISTURYIIW ) JI0M
01 TOATIPMIIOS [[BWS Y/ TEqMOID 93Ie]
“ISPUITAD Y1 PUIYaq TeqMOId ) JOOy
01 20eds 218310 01 IAIIPMIIOS PRIYIRY
J31e] pUR IDWWRY Y 7a0udy Lputjl’)

‘req A1d 1081e] 1517
91 JO UONIASUT 2Y3 10§ 100p 2y3 uado
dppy ues (req £1d jrews ‘wiys e) Ieq
IOPUOM € ‘SOWTIOWOG “Towrwrey 231e]
“3uo] 1210w © punore A[qeiajerd ‘sreq
-MOID OM] ‘POYIoUL puply 4200 PUVE]

buipjing ay) buiiayug

SNVYYODVIA B
SISITSTVIdA1VIN

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

: SUR{oO[UN WSTUBYDIW 0] A} UIM
01 IPALIPMIIOS PEIYIBY [[BWS € 3S() (€

: “100p 211 3suTeSe
s wnio[my moA se (,) YSII2ISe UB YIIm
¢ posaeWw Ieqamold oy Jo ared oy sy

“Burseo s11 pue 1opurdd oy no L1d
¢ pue opew 2anof 2oeds oy orur req
: -MOD ® JO PUd PaAINd 2y 1dsU] (T

: “TEqMOID
: ® 10J 2oeds ojewr 01 Surses 1opurl4d
¢ Ol JAOQE pOOM OYl OIUT IPALIP
¢ -MOIDS peaiey 98Te] B IdWWEL(]

.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

*SUOTIN|OS 1UE3[d
a10ur 01 9[qeIajo1d 19AdU ST ANUD AAnIg
"9PISINO I} WOIJ SYO0] J0OP Y} YIB2I
01 N0 MO[[e [[1m 100P 12d € 10 OpISINO
) WoOIJ 9[qISsAOE 2 [[TMm doedS[mEId
® TOO}j PU023s Y1 UO Pasjpo[un 1] 2q
[ mopuim e ‘Guruado pazis-uosiad
B JABD[ 01 PIYORIOP 2 UED ISNOYIIem
31 JO JOOI JY) UO JUA dY3 ‘PI[[eIsul
Aprodordwr sem 1 9snedaq pasowdl
9Q UBD MOPUIM E DOUJJ ASwIf & 01
payoeNE 9q 1M X0oq3o] A1Indas-y3Iy
e ‘ureyo deayd ® 01 paspo] 2q [im
3po[ aarsuadxs ue Wy L1mosss jo
souereadde oy £q pajooy 2q 1uog

"IOAO P[I0M I} S[EUTWILID
pue uawoaIy £q pasn st anbruyoa sy,
"dwrely a1 jo 1no 1joqpeap & dod o1
90107 Y3noua 2q P[NoyYs 21271 0] A1
sayoear 2ouanbas ap U "ouo XU
91 JO UOMIASUI Y 10] MO[[E 01 T00P
oy Suruado reqmord [Yord SPOJ 2Yd
SPIEMO) S[IOA\ "JJO] o) 01 IISOP> Ieq

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

0
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

-MOID IX2U Y 115Ul a1 d[qissod se
yonw se 100p a1 uad(y *(100p Y1 Jo
do1 10 wonoq o) 9qrssod se oo 2
woIj AEME TeJ SE TEqMOID B 111G "SIO0P
uado 01 pasn aq ued s1eqmoId Jo 1red y

“IOALIPMIIOS PEIYIRY B 1M
PSIOM WSTUBYDOIW Y} PUE ITBqMOID
B JO PUD POAIND I YIM PIAOWAI
3q uEd IOPUIAD 2IMUD Y} ‘SIOPUTAD
Pa2I0JUTRIUN IIM SIOOP UIPOOM U(Q)

1dwane oy ur
uaYy01q 2q [[IM SSE]3 ) “U2IJO—[2Iq
01 19p1ey 218 d[puey B Jururm £q uado
JEY) SMOPUIM JUDUIASED FUIMSINO 10
‘SMOPUIM PIUDIE] ]qNOP ‘SoWelj poom
OJUI PaMIIdS SIYDIE[ IOP[() ‘IPIISIP
Anud 3urdooy “ooed ur sea1q udyyo
SMOPUIM WNUTWN[E I9P[O UO SIYIIE]
pue soyore] predfiy desy) mopuim
e uddo 01 1RqMOID B 3S() IUEpUNQE
are suondo oarssardde orowr  rom
1UOP SPOYIW JANDINIISIP-SSI ISAY J]



	occcovercovercover
	newbooklet1.pdf


 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   SimpleBooklet
        
     Create a new document
     Order: single binding (saddle stitch)
     Sheet size: large enough for 100% scale
     Front and back: normal
     Align: centre pages top to bottom, pull to centre
      

        
     0
     CentreSpine
     Inline
     10.0000
     20.0000
     0
     Corners
     0.3000
     None
     1
     0.0000
     1
     0
     0
     16
     Single
     405
     201
     0
     Sufficient
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     1
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1c
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     Where: before current page
     Number of pages: 1
     same as current
      

        
     1
     1
     1
     405
     249
    
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsCur
     BeforeCur
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1c
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



